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AFSPA back in six violence-hit areas of Manipur

Six police station limits in five districts declared ‘disturbed areas’; Manipur govt. had withdrawn the Act in 2022 as the situation had improved; this time, Home Ministry has

issued notification; officials say increase in the number of armed insurgents is a cause of concern; so far, over 240 people have been killed in the violence since May 2023

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-
T nistry on Thursday

reimposed the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) in Ma-
nipur, declaring six police
station limits in five dis-
tricts “disturbed areas”, in
the wake of the ethnic vio-
lence in the State.

The Sekmai and Lam-
sang police station limits in
Imphal West, Lamlai in Im-
phal East, the Jiribam sta-
tion limits in Jiribam, Moi-
rang in Bishnupur and
Leimakhong in Kangpokpi
districts have been de-
clared disturbed areas to
“carry out well-coordinat-
ed operations by the secur-
ity forces” and contain ac-
tivities of insurgent groups.

The AFSPA, which gives
unbridled power to the
armed forces, was with-
drawn from these areas in
April 2022 by the Manipur
government as the security

situation improved instill-
ing a “large sense of secur-
ity among the general pu-
blic”. The fresh order will
be effective till March 31,
2025.

A notification issued by
the Home Ministry said
that on September 26, the
Manipur government ex-
tended AFSPA in all the 10
hill districts of Manipur, ex-
cluding the 19 police sta-
tion limits in six districts,
mostly in the valley.

Volatile state

The Ministry said that after
a review of the security sit-
uation in consultation with
the stakeholders, it is not-
ed that the “situation conti-
nues to remain volatile
amidst ongoing ethnic
violence..."

A senior government of-
ficial explained that the Ar-
my and the Assam Rifles
would be able to conduct
operations without waiting
for the arrival of a Magis-
trate and the State police.

PPss SSSEEN a

“AFSPA has been reim-
posed in the fringe or buff-
er zones, areas where Ku-
ki-Zo and Meitei villages
converge. These areas are
being guarded by Central
armed police forces. While
the Army could freely op-
erate in the hills, after revo-
cation of AFSPA from the
valley districts, they were
facing issues as they had to
wait for civil assistance
while armed miscreants

. ' " s .. P
Tension rises: A truck damaged after armed militants set it on fire
in Jiribam district on Thursday. P

took advantage of the or-
der to cross jurisdictions,”
said the official.

The Hindu reported on
September 23 that there
are differing views in the
Union and the State go-
vernments over the inclu-
sion of more areas under
AFSPA.

Officials said that a sub-
stantial increase in the
number of armed insur-
gents, particularly in the

Calls for release of 6 abductees
grow louder in strife-torn State

The Hindu Bureau

GUWAHATI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in Manipur joined
the Congress in mounting
pressure on the
government for the safe
return of six women and
children missing since
November 11.

valley districts was a cause
of concern and the rising
cases of extortion and ab-
ductions were also being
taken into consideration.

Other than 22,000 Cen-
tral Armed Police Force
(CAPF) personnel, around
140 columns of the Army
are deployed in Manipur.
Each column can have up
to 40 men.

So far, more than 240
people have been killed in

State BJP president A.
Sharda Devi appealed for
the immediate release of
the six missing persons -
three women and three
children, including a 10-
month-old infant - from
Jiribam district.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 4

the ethnic violence bet-
ween the Meitei people
who live in the valley and
the tribal Kuki-Zo-Hmar
people in the hills that
started in May 2023.

At least 14 killed

In the recent spell of vio-
lence since November 7, at
least 14 people have been
killed, including three men
and women who were
burnt to death and six oth-

ers were abducted. In
June, violence had spread
to new areas such as Jiri-
bam, which had largely re-
mained unaffected by the
ethnic violence in the past
year.

Both the State and Cen-
tral governments can con-
currently issue disturbed
area notification under
Section 3 of AFSPA. The
periodic six-month notifi-
cation for extending AF-
SPA in Assam and Manipur
have been issued by the
State governments since
1972, when the law was
amended.

The latest notification
for Manipur signed by the
Governor was issued by
the Home Department of
the State on September 26
when AFSPA was extended
in all the ten hill districts
till March 31, 2025.

The provisions of the
Act were with
Imphal Muni
in 2004,
districts.




* AFSPA Reimposed in Manipur / IIﬁTER H ArspA fFY & [SIRJ

* The Union Home Ministry has reimposed the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) in six police station I|m|ts across five districts of

Manipur due to ongoing ethnic violence, / @
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* These districts include Imphal West, Imphal East, Jirlbam, Bishnupur,
and Kangpokpi. /S:fﬁlf'ﬁf[
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« Extension Until 2025 / 2025 d& fd&dR:

* The AFSPA will be in effect until March 31, 2025. / AFSPA 31 HId
Q%‘III

2025 dd JYTdt

* A prior extension covering 10 hill dlstrlcts was issued_in Sept

2023. / RIdeR 2023 |
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- Reasons for Reimposition / f¥ & FI'F]\W b BRI

* Increase in armed insurgent activity and violence between different

ethnic group WB‘;IGIE“TI'%W ﬁﬁ-ﬁ\_rl'l?ﬂ'qﬂﬂﬁ%

ot fgam o

* The volatile security situation, particularly in areas involvipg the Kuki-_
Zo and Meltel commun|t|es / YUY P hI-vl ﬁ%‘i‘
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* Call for Release of Abductees / 3{IIdI GG ﬁ?'l'st &I HiT:

* Political parties, including BJP, have demanded the release of six
abducted women_and children. / Stoldt H%?[ NERIGEANEIEE
317TaT Afgarst 3R S @t Rg18 @ 7 &I g

* These abductions are tied to the opgoing ethnic violence and unrest.
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* Historical Context and AFSPA’s Reach / Qﬁlﬂm W’l-f 3R AFSPA
P YHId:

* AFSPA was withdrawn from certain areas in 2022 due to improved
conditions but is now reinstated. / AFSPA H12022 § S dodX oldid o

%omw H &7 Y T TorT 7T YT w31 by § o1 fobam TR

|

* The Act provides extensive powers to armed forces to manage | _
disturbed areas and conduct operations. / \’rff‘zfﬁm:[ AR & h]
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The Central Government,

declared by notification

State Governor, or Union

under Section 3 of the Territory administrator can

AFSPA.

&%

declare areas as

disturbed.
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Disturbances may arise from differences or disputes
omong various :
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Rellglous Raclal Language Regional Commumfles
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WHERE AFSPA IS OUT, .
i

M AFSPA inforce
~ Partially lifted
© Fully lifted
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ARMED POWER ® g

Status of Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA)

M Entire area M Select areas Il Repealed

Assam
Punjab Enacted in 1958,
Repealed extended to entire

in 1997 state in 1990

Manipur
Entire state
except for
Imphal
Municipal area
Tripura

Repealed

in 2015

. -
C»

Source: MHA, Mint research



WHAT IS ARMED FORCES SPECIAL POWERS ACT?

» Introduced in 1958, AFSPA confers on person of equivalent rank — to:

members of the armed forces special » Fire upon or use force against any person

powers to rein in suspects in areas acting ‘in contravention of any law for the time
declared “disturbed" on account of being in force in the disturbed area’

insurgent activities or similar threats. » Arrest suspicious people without warrant

It has been in force in Manipur since
» Destroy any structure suspected to house

1980, and the alleged excesses ;
committed under it are the reasons ’ an arms dump, sheiter from which armed
attacks are made or are likely to be made

why activist lrom Sharmila has
been on a hunger strike since 2000. » Conduct searches without warrants for
WHAT ARE SPECIAL POWERS? evidence, to recover a wrongfully confined

person or property or arms or explosives

AFSPA allows any commissioned
officer, warrant officer and non-
commissioned officer — or any other

» AFSPA bars prosecution or proceedings— except
with Centre’s nod— against personnel for action
committed while exercising powers under the Act
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DRDO announces successful

trials of Pinaka rocket system

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on Thursday announced
the successful completion of flight tests of guided
Pinaka multi-barrel rocket (MBRL) system as part
of Provisional Staff Qualitative Requirements
(PSQR) validation trials paving the way for its
induction. This enhances the range of the Pinaka
to over 75 km. The flight tests have been
conducted in three phases at different field firing
ranges. “During these tests, the PSQR parameters
viz., ranging, accuracy, consistency and rate of
fire for multiple target engagement in a salvo
mode have been assessed by extensive testing of
rockets. ” DRDO said in a statement.







» . Pinaka is designed as an Multiple Launch Rocket System
(MLRS), capable of launching a salvo of 12 rockets in 44
seconds. The system is usually mounted on a 8x8 or 6x6 truck
for high mobility.

- 2, Range and Firepower:
* i) Pinaka MKk-I has a range of around 40 km.

e 11) Pinaka Mk-II and Pinaka Enhanced versions extend the
range to 60-75 km.



* |ts success has already extended beyond India's borders, with
countries like Armenia placing orders, and many others
expressing interest in acquiring the system.

* |t Is suitable for different types of military engagements, such as
counter-terrorism, border defence, and conventional warfare.
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BASIC countries ask nations at COP29 to
honour commitments for climate finance

Press Trust of India
BAKU

BASIC countries, including
India, have asked deve-
loped countries to honour
their commitments to pro-
vide climate finance rather
than “diluting obligations”,
and rejected attempts by
rich nations to shift their fi-
nancial responsibilities
during negotiations at the

The Paris Agreement
seeks to reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions and

limit rise of global
temperature

ongoing COP29 here.

As the annual climate
change summit entered
the fourth day on Thurs-

day, Brazil, South Africa,
India and China (BASIC) al-
so reiterated the need for
full and effective imple-
mentation of the Paris
Agreement 2015, a legally
binding international
treaty.

The Paris Agreement
aims at substantially reduc-
ing global greenhouse gas
emissions to hold global
temperature increase to

well below 2 degrees Celsi-
us and pursue efforts to li-
mit it to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels.
The developed coun-
tries have emphasised the
importance of increasing
global climate ambition
and have called for all na-
tions, including emerging
economies, to enhance
their net-zero targets and
implementation efforts.




BASIC

Countries




* BASIC Countries' Demand for Climate Finance /
o1 siaary fa< & fere wi:

e BASIC countries, comprising Brazil, South Africa,
India, and China, have urged developed nations to
fulfill their climate finance commltments instead of

dllutlngthelr obligations. / a'-‘lﬁ o
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* Rejection of attempts by richer nations to shift
financial responsibilities onto other nations was ’
emphasized. /
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* Paris Agreement's Goals / uiRg ﬂ'ﬂgﬁﬁ P ALY

* The Paris Agreement aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
significantly to limit the global temperature rise to well below 2
degrees Celsius, with efforts to further restrict it to 1 5 de rees
Celsius. / URT FHNTT THEIEE TG I&oH P b af%e
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* BASIC countries reiterated their call for. the effective |mplementa ion
of the 2015 Paris Agreement, /éf%r 92015 P
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1.Call for Developed Countries / fa® RId e & fere SAT@l:

1. Developed nations have emphasized the importance of increasing global
climate ambition and have urged all countries, including emerging
economies, tg enhance their net-zero targets and implementation measures.
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Bubbling with life

Fresh hope: Divers swimming over the world's largest coral located near the Pacific’s Solomon Islands. In an announcement on Thursday,
scientists announced its discovery, saying it's ‘pulsing with life and colour’. AFP



French weapons system in Sudan likely violation of UN arms embargo: Amnesty

Associated Press
CAIRO

Armoured vehicles manu-
factured by the United
Arab Emirates  and
equipped with French de-
fence systems have been
captured by the Sudanese
Army during the civil war
in Sudan, Amnesty Inter-
national says.

The rights group said in
areport on Thursday it had
identified the UAE-made
armoured personnel car-
riers (APCs) in various
parts of Sudan, including
the Darfur region, where
they were used by the pa-
ramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) in its fight
with the Sudanese Armed

CM ¢

Forces (SAF).

It added that the pre-
sence of the military vehi-
cles on the battlefield “like-
Iy constitutes a violation”
of a United Nations arms
embargo that prohibits the
transfer of weapons to
Sudan.

The civil war broke out
in April 2023 after simmer-
ing tensions between the
RSF and the Sudanese ar-
my escalated to intense
fighting across the North
African country, where
rampant human rights vio-
lations were committed.

More than 20,000 peo-
ple have been killed in the
conflict, according to the
U.N., while 1.6 million
have been forcibly dis-

placed, including 8.3 mil-
lion people internally and
3.1 million people who fled
to neighboring countries.
Sudan's claim that the
UAE has been supplying
the RSF with weapons that
prolonged the 18-month
war with the army has
been denied by the UAE.
Amnesty’s report said it
had identified the pre-
sence of several Nimr Aj-
ban APCs on the ground af-
ter verifying pictures
shared on social media.
The vehicles were re-
portedly made in the UAE
by Edge Group and
equipped with the Galix
reactive defence system,
which is manufactured in
France by Lacroix Defense

Sudanese soldiers from the Rapid Support Forces unit secure an
area in the East Nile province, Sudan. FILE PHOTO

and KNDS France, accord-
ing to the Amnesty report.

The Galix system is de-
signed to protect vehicles
from approaching threats
by releasing projectiles,

smoke and decoys, accord-
ing to Lacroix’s website.

‘In active use’
“Our research shows that
weaponry designed and

manufactured in France is
in active use on the battle-
field in Sudan,” said Agnés
Callamard, Amnesty Inter-
national’s Secretary
General.

“The Galix System is be-
ing deployed by the RSF in
this conflict, and any use in
Darfur would be a clear
breach of the U.N, arms
embargo.

“The French govern-
ment must ensure that La-
croix Defense and KNDS
France immediately stop
the supply of this system to
the UAE."

Lacroix has been con-
tacted through its website
form for comment.

Responding to the Am-

nesty report, a spokesper-

son for the Emirati govern-
ment said in an emailed
statement that the UAE is
the “target of a coordinat-
ed disinformation cam-
paign aimed at undermin-
ing our foreign policy,
regional role, and humani-
tarian efforts.”

“It is both outrageous
and unacceptable that the
SAF representatives conti-
nue to level accusations
against the UAE, alleging
our involvement in the on-
going conflict,” the state-
ment read, adding that the
UAE has been involved
with humanitarian initia-
tives to help Sudanese peo-
ple in the conflict.

The UAE said it has told
the U.N. Security Council

and international partners
that it is not providing sup-
port or supplies to the RSF
or “any of the belligerent
warring parties in Sudan.”

Last month, the United
States sanctioned Algoney
Hamdan Daglo Musa, a se-
nior RSF leader and the
brother of the paramili-
tary’s commander Mo-
hamed Hamdan Daglo, for
“leading efforts” to supply
weapons throughout the
war.

Algoney controls the
UAE-based Tradive Gener-
al Trading LLC, a front
company that imported
vehicles to Sudan on behalf
of the paramilitary RSF
and retrofitted them with
machine guns.

ANX



» Armored Vehicles and Conflict / S&IRdG dIg+
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 Amnesty International has reported that UAE-made
armored personnel carriers, equipped with French
defense systems, have been used by the Sudanese
Army during the ongoing civil war in Sudan. /
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* The vehicles were reportedly used by the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) against the
Sud nese Armed Faorces (SAF). /ﬁa'IE:f MORIERS _ '
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3

fc

RO
Yl o |

o1 BIITR] P

C

q g4

IR

/
7

I



* Humanitarian Impact / HAMFA™ YHTa:

* The civil war in Sudan, which began in April 2023, has resulted in more tQan 20,000,
deaths and the displacement of millions. / U 2023 H Rk gU Sl & {[eds o
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1.Involvement of French-Made Systems / a fAfea gonferal &1

1. The Galix system, manufactured in France, is reportedly being deployed by
the RSI%[ralsmg oncerns about French involvement in the arms supply chain.
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2. Amnesty called on the French %ove.rnment to halt the supply of these
systems to the UAE. / AR I <
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Historical Context: The Sudanese Civil Wars are primarily attributed to ethnic,
religious, and regional tensions between the northern and southern parts of

Sudan.

First Civil War (1955-1972): Began in 1955, a year before Sudan's

independence from Britain and Egypt, primarily due to tensions between the
Arab-Muslim North and the predominantly Christian and animist South.

Addis Ababa Agreement: The first civil war ended with the 1972 Addis Ababa
Agreement, granting southern Sudan autonomy.




Second Civil War (1983-2005): Re-ignited in 1983 when the
Sudanese government imposed Sharia law on the entire country,
including the non-Muslim South, which fueled rebellion from the
South led by the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA).

Casualties and Impact: The conflict led to approximately 2 million
deaths, mainly from famine and disease, and displaced millions.




Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA): Signed in 2005,
ending the second civil war and granting the South
autonomy for six years, followed by a referendum for
independence.

2011

[ |
Independence of South Sudan: In 2011, South Sudan

became an independent state following a successful
referendum vote for secession.




* Darfur Conflict (2003-present): While the main civil wars concluded,
conflict in the Darfur region of western Sudan began in 2003,
involving government-backed militia (Janjaweed) accused of genocide
against non-Arab communities.

* Current Conflicts: Sporadic violence and political unrest persist in
Sudan and South Sudan, including internal power struggles and tribal
conflicts, further challenging peace efforts.



* Recent Crisis (2023): A severe outbreak of conflict erupted in April 2023 between the
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), leading to a
humanitarian crisis, civilian casualties, and displacement
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® AMID TRUMP FEARS, DIVERGENCE

Argentina first to walk out of climate meet

French minister
skips Baku after
host nation
President Aliyev
targets France

AMITABH SINHA
Baku, November 14

THE COP29 CLIMATE confer-
ence faced an unprecedented
situation Thursday after the
Argentinian dele-
gation pulled out
without assigning
anyreason,and the
French minister
heading her coun-
try’s delegation
decided not to
travel to Baku to
participate in the
negotiations fol-
lowing an unpro-
voked attack on
France by Azerbai-
jan President Ilham Aliyevin
his speech a day earlier.

The Argentinian with-
drawal happened on the orders
of the country's President
Javier Milei, who was voted in
office last November, Spanish

Baku,
Azerbaijan

media Climatica, which first
reported the development,
said. Mileiissaid tobe trying to
cultivate a close relationship
with US President-elect Don-
ald Trump. Possibly because of
this reason, the abrupt with-
drawal set off rumours of an
impending Argentinian pull-
out from the Paris Agreement,
but there has been no indica-
tion of any such development.
Trump himself is widely
expected toonce again take the
USout of the Paris Agreement
after he assumes
charge in January.
He had done so the
previous time he
had become Presi-
dent,in 2016. His
successor Joe Biden
got the US back
into the Paris
Agreement.
Meanwhile,
French Minister of
Ecological Transi-
tion, Energy, Cli-
mate and Risk, Agnes Pannier-
Runacher,whowasscheduled to
travel to Baku to join her coun-
try’s delegation here, cancelled
her trip in response to Aliyev’s
remarks in which the Azerbai-
jani President blamed France for

Visitors see the Taj Mahal through morning air pollution and fog in Agra, on Thursday

alleged humanrightsviolations
in some of its overseas territo-
ries. Hemadeasimilarattackon
the Netherlands too.

France and Azerbaijan are
not on the best of terms, their
relationship having become
particularly strained eversince
the war between Azerbaijan

and Armenia over the region of
Nagorno-Karabakh started in
2020. France supported the
Armenian cause.

France will, however, con-
tinue to participate in the
COP29 negotiations. The
Netherlands has not reacted to
Aliyev’s remarks.

REUTERS

The European Union said it
was the responsibility of the
host country toensure that the
conference was inclusive.
“Both France and Netherlands
areabsoluteleaders in the field
of climate policy,and climate
finance. They are very strong
voices on climate action and

have played pivotal roles in
previous COPs and their dele-
gations will play a pivotal role
at this COP as well,” European
negotiator Jacob Werksman
said.

“Regardless of any bilateral
disagreements, the COP
should bea place where all par-
ties feel a liberty to come to
negotiate on climate action.
The COP presidency has of
course a particularly impor-
tant role and responsibility to
enableinclusive participation.
They have been playing that
role this week and we expect
them to play that role next
week aswell,” he said.

Werksman, in the mean-
while, acknowledged that the
wide divergences between the
different countries on the
finance negotiations persisted
and there was little progress on
bridging those gaps.

“Parties are very signifi-
cantly farapart on the key ele-
ments of the design of the
NCQG (New Cumulative
Quantitative Goal, the name of
the finance agreement being
negotiated in Baku).It'shard to
see exactly where the landing
grounds lie at the moment,”
he said.



* Argentina Walks Qut of COP29 Climate Conference / SIS AT A cop29
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* Argentina’s delegation left the COP29 summit without providing a reason,

marking an unprecedented move. / \
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* Speculations suggest the decision might be linked to internal political
dynamlcs and efforts to cultiyate relations with US President-elect Donald
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- French Minister Cancels Visit / SBTHIRIT AAT = ATAT LI Pl

* France's Minister for Ecological Transition, Agnes Pannier-Runacher, canceled her visit
due to remarks made by Azerbaijan's President llham Aliyey targeting France. / 1Y
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* Tensions between France and Azerbaijan have been heightened over the Nagorno-
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Impacts on COP Negotiations / COP qrdt U YHTa:

The walkout by Argentina and France's dlplomatlc tenS|ons could straln
ongomg climate negotiations. /\Hﬁ?ﬂ:ﬂ d §lgR Fpd 3R g &
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The European Union emphasized inclusivity at the conference despite

bilateral disputes. / RIUN T4 - fgUeiy fdarai & srdsig I |
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Trump's Expected Actions on Climate Agreement / §'q & oleldig %mgﬁ?r '[§
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There are concerns that US President-elect Donald Trump may pull the US out
of the Paris Agreement, as he did prewously in 2016. /ﬁI?IT %% SMN®T &b
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® TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION
EMPLOYABILITY RANKING

IIT Delhi leads
employability; 10
Indian varsities
in global top 250

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, November 14

INDIAN UNIVERSITIES HAVE
performed well in the 2025
Times Higher Education (THE)
Global University Employability
Ranking and Survey (GUERS).
Based on employer feedback on
themost employable graduates
produced by universitiesworld-
wide, the rankings this year fea-
ture 10 Indian institutions in
the top 250—an improvement
from last year’s count of nine.

The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Delhi,despiteaslightdip
(ranked 28th), remains the top-
performing Indian university.
Meanwhile, the Indian Institute
of Science has improved its
ranking, moving up from 55th
in 2024 to 47th in 2025, mak-
ingit the second Indian univer-
sityin the top 50.

“Thissuccessislargelydueto
the technological specialisation
of itsinstitutions,attracting the
attention of international
employers,” THE said.

The GEURS shows that
employers want graduates who
have undertaken some form of
work experience, Though other
factors continue to playasignif-
icant role suchasgraduateskills

and digital mindset. As per the
survey,45.9 percent of employ-
ers have emphasised the ability
tolearn and adapt to new tech-
nologies while 45.1% have val-
ued collaboration skills like
communicationand teamwork,

Like the previous year, there
isanincreased presence of Asian
universities. For instance, Asia
has 52 institutions in the top
250 - three more than last year.,
Chinese universities are contin-
uing to climb up and consoli-
date their position in the top
echelons of the ranking with its
topleague universities - Peking
University and Tsinghua Uni-
versity - moving upin the rank-
ings thisyear.

In terms of overall rankings,
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT)and California
Institute of Technology(Caltech)
maintained their top two posi-
tions foranotheryear.In fact, the
US and UK institutions took up
10 of the top 20 places. Aftera
marked decline over the last 15
years, the number of American
universities in rankings seems
to be stabilising, In 2025, for
example, 52 American universi-
ties feature in the top 250 - a
slight increase from the previ-
ousyears.

l

MAKING STRIDES

Rankings
2025
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Top 10 universities in the Global Employability
University Ranking and Survey 2025

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
California Institute of Technology

Stanford University

Harvard University

University of Cambridge

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi

Indian Institute of Science

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad




5.6 lakh Indians migrated to
rich OECD countries in 2022

A 35% Jump, But Recent Policies Hint Path May Be Narrowing

Lubna.Kably@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Each vear, Indians
continue their journey over-
seas, with many drawn to
rich nations like the US,
UK, and Canada — countries
within the Organisation of
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) that
have historically opened
doors to them. Whether as
new immigrants, interna.
tional students, or those ac-
quiring citizenship, Indians
dominate the charts in immi-
gration flows to OECD na-
tions. However, recent protec-
tionist policies hint that the
open path may be narrowing.

2022 proved to be a land-
mark year —a record 5.6 lakh
Indians moved to OECD
countries-—asubstantial 35%
Jump over the previous year
India maintained its lead as
the top source of new mi-
grants, with China following
at 3.2 lakh. Indians made up
6.4% of all new Immigrants
to OECD countries, while
China contributed 3.8%.

A notable shift was Rus
sia’s rise in the migration
ranks, With 2.6 lakh Russians
migrating to OECD nations in
2022, Russia surged from 18th
place to displace Romania.

The International Migra-
tion Outlook 2024, released on
Thursday in Paris, detailed
these shifts. In 2022, the UK
welcomed 112 lakh Indians,

HUMAN FLOW

= 2021 W2022

Top 5 source countries of new migrants to OECD nations
Figures in lakh
w_a.n

* change
5%

Country a2 a1 % change

India 190299 | 132908 | NN 2%
Syria 133551 | 104,570 I 28%
Morocco 120621 | 91222 I 32%
Mexico 112668 | 118147 | W -4.6%

Philippines | 111424 | 87331 I 28%

nearly double the figure from
2021, while 1.25 lakh Indians
migrated to the US, marking
a35% Increase. Canada, how-
ever, saw a dip with 118 lakh
Indians, an 8% decline from
the previous vear In these
countries, Indians predomin-
antly migrated through la-
bour pathways, often as prin-
cipal applicants or as accom-
panied family members,
China, too, resumed sig-
nificant migration following
two vears of Covid-related
restrictions. In 2022, over

three lakh Chinese immi-
grants to OECD member
countries, up 13% from the
previous vear. Particularly in
the US, migration flows from
China jumped by 37%, re
turning to pre-pandemic lev-
els with 63,000 new arrivals.
Russia and Romania,
which contributed 2.7 lakh
new immigrants each, were
the next toporigin countries.
Meanwhile, Tarkiye, Israel,
and Germany emerged as
the primary OECD destina-
tions for Russian migrants.

Romanlans, on the other
hand, largely headed to
Germany, Spain, and Italy.
Yet, the welcome for new
immigrants is visibly less
enthusiastic. Under the in-
coming Trump administra-
tion, immigration to the US
may face tighter scrutiny, in-
cluding on work visas. Cana-
da, too, recently announced
a planned cut in immigra-
tion targets for the next
three years, and the UK has
introduced protectionist pol-
icies, such as raising wage
thresholds and reducing the
list of shortage occupations.

Trends:

In 2022, over 1.9 lakh Indians
took the natlonality of an
OECD country, marking a
40% increase and securing
India’s placeasthe toporigin
country for new QOECD citi-
zens. Thisrecord was largely
driven by a threefold in-
crease in Indians acquiring
Canadian citizenship, totall-
ing 60,000. The report antici-
pates a further rise in 2023,

Syria ranked second In
2022, with 1.34 lakh nationals
gaining OECD citizenshi-
p—a 28% increase from
2021—followed by Morocco,
with 1.21 lakh Moroccan na-
tionals becoming citizens in
Spain, Italy, and France. Mex-
icans largely acquired Amer-
lcan citizenship, in 2022 their
numbers dipped slightly
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In the recent conference, jointly organized by
CSIR-NIScPR and Gurugram University
highlighted the significance of SVASTIK initiative.

About SVASTIK (Scientifically Validated Societal

Traditional Knowledge)

Launched by: CSIR-NIScPR (National Institute of
Science Communication and Policy Research).




Aim: To bridge the gap between traditional knowledge and modern
science, highlighting the scientific underpinnings of various traditional
practices.

Working: SVASTIK identifies traditional knowledge practices from various
fields, including agriculture, medicine, environment, and more.

e Researchers and experts collaborate to scientifically validate these practices through
rigorous research and analysis.

e The validated knowledge is then communicated to the public through various channels.



Exercise ‘Poorvi Prahar’



The Indian Army is conducting a high-intensity tri-services
exercise Poorvi Prahar in the forward areas of Arunachal
Pradesh.

Objective: To hone the combat effectiveness of the Indian Army,
Navy, and Air Force in executing Integrated Joint Operations in
the challenging mountainous terrain of the region.




Key Features: Utilization of advanced fighter aircraft, reconnaissance

platforms, helicopters, and M777 Ultra-Light Howitzers.

e Employment of innovative technologies like S warm Drones and Loitering Munitions.

Significance: Demonstrates India’s advancements in modern warfare

technology.

e Enhances the country’s ability to execute seamless, multi-domain operations.
e Reinforces India’s strategic deterrence capabilities.



Operation Kawach \

4




The Delhi Police has arrested criminals and drug traffickers under the Operation
Kawach.

About

Operation Kawach: Initiated in May 2023, it is a comprehensive initiative
launched by the Delhi Police to combat the escalating issue of drug trafficking
and abuse in the national capital Delhi.

Note: Operation Kawach is also an initiative by the Indian Armed Forces aimed
at strengthening and securing India’s northeastern front, particularly along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China.



Word of the day

Calumny:

a false accusation of an offence or a malicious
misrepresentation of someone’s words or
actions

Synonymes: lie, defamation, malice

Usage:

He was subjected to the most vicious calumny.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/calumnypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kalamni/




Thank you
guys.




